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Part I: 
Annotating your text: 

Tools: highlighter, pencil, and your own text 

• Yellow Highlighter 
o A yellow highlighter allows you to mark exactly what you are 

interested in. Equally important, the yellow line emphasizes without 
interfering. The idea is simply to see the important text more clearly. 

o While you read, highlight whatever seems to be key information. At 
first, you will probably highlight too little or too much; with 
experience, you will choose more effectively which material to 
highlight. 

• Pencil 
o A pencil is better than a pen because you can make changes. Even 

geniuses make mistakes, temporary comments, and incomplete notes. 
o While you read, use marginalia—marginal notes—to mark key material. 

Marginalia can include check marks, question marks, stars, arrows, 
brackets, and written words and phrases. Create your own system for 
marking what is important, interesting, quotable, questionable, and so 
forth. 

• Your Text 
o Inside the front cover of your book, keep an orderly, legible list of 

“key information” with page references. 
 Key information in a novel might include: 

• Themes (central message) 
o Death and disease 
o Family 
o Friendship 
o Love 
o Maturity 
o Selflessness 
o Survival 
o The potential end of the world 
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o Religious fanaticism 
o Violence 

• Motifs (recurring subject, theme, or idea) 
o Showing courage in the face of extreme hardship 
o Working together as a family 
o Growing up quickly, before your time 
o Sacrificing for the sake of others 
o Setting aside personal differences for the good of 

the group 
o Embracing religious fanaticism 
o Thinking quickly and being resourceful 
o Surviving in the face of seemingly insurmountable 

odds 
o Dealing with disappointment 
o Facing a radically new world 

• Passages that relate to the book’s title 
• Characters’ names/personality/setting 
• Critical quotes  
• Important scenes, passages, and chapters 
• Key definitions or vocabulary 

o Remember that key information will vary according 
to genre and the reader’s purpose, so make your 
own good plan. As you read, section by section, 
chapter by chapter, consider doing the following, 
if useful or necessary: 

• At the end of each chapter or section, briefly summarize 
the material. 

• Title each chapter or section as soon as you finish it, 
especially if the text does not provide headings for 
chapters or sections. 

• Make a list of vocabulary words on a back page or the 
inside back cover, i.e., the author’s special jargon and 
new, unknown, or otherwise interesting words. 

 

 

 

 



Pre-AP II Summer Reading Project 2014 
Mrs. Williams 
 
 

 

 

Part II:  Reader Response 

Below are words, phrases, sentences, or thoughts that have particular meaning in 
the novel. Using the two-column format, explain the meaning of each. Page numbers 
indicate the context from which the item is taken. The first one has been done for 
you. 
Copy this format in a Word Document (do not handwrite) 
 
1. Lisa is pregnant (1). 
 

This is an odd opening for a book about a 
post-apocalyptic future, especially since 
Lisa has an extremely minor role in the 
book—she only appears once—and we 
never learn whether or not she survives 
or has her child. Further, we learn about 
her pregnancy on May 7, which is in the 
middle of spring. These facts suggest 
that Lisa’s pregnancy is highly symbolic. 
The pregnancy and the fact that it 
takes place in spring symbolize hope and 
rebirth. The pregnancy and spring 
foreshadow the novel’s ending. 

2. He paused for a moment. “I have a 
funny feeling,” he said. “I guess it’s this 
moon business” (14). 
 

 

3. But the moon wasn’t a half moon 
anymore. It was tilted and wrong and a 
three-quarter moon and it got larger, 
way larger, large like a moon rising on 
the horizon, only it wasn’t rising 
(19). 
 

 

4. One thing Matt did say to me was 
that no matter what the future is, we’re 
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living through a very special time in 
history. He said that history 
makes us who we are, but we can make 
history, also, and that anyone can be a 
hero, if they choose to be (57). 
 
5. “How often do I have to explain this 
to you?” Mom asked. “Family is all that 
matters” (100). 
 

 

6. “You could be happy, too, if only you 
embraced God,” she said (112). 
 

 

7. Megan’s right about my being a sinner. 
But she’s wrong about hell. You don’t 
have to wait until you’re dead to get 
there (196). 
 

 

8. We have each other. As long as we 
have each other, we’ll be all right (217). 
 

 

9. “It could be worse,” he said. “We may 
look back on this as the good time” 
(272). 
 

 

10. “Come here to sign up for your 
food?” Mayor Ford asked (333). 
.  
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Part III: Project 
 

PROJECTS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM 

Choose two projects to complete and turn in.  Projects need to be from different 

sections (e.g. one project from art/music and one from Language Arts). 

Most projects will have a short type-written component to explain significance.  

The written sections have no specific length. As long as every issue is addressed, 

you should be fine.  I favor the “quality over quantity approach.” 

Art/Music 

1. Early on in the book, a newscaster reports that the Statue of Liberty is washed 

out into the sea. Make a scale replica of the statue. Include a brief history of this 

iconic monument to display with your model. 

2. Choose a song for an especially dramatic scene. Copy it to a CD and write a short 

summary as to how it applies to the scene.  Turn in a copy of the lyrics. 

3. Draw a new cover for the novel. Be sure that it entices people to read the book. 

Explain why you chose the new design. 

4. The novel takes place in Pennsylvania, a popular tourist destination. Make a travel 

brochure for this beautiful state. 

5. Construct a three-dimensional model of the Evans’s home. Use details from the 

novel to guide you. Attach labels for the various rooms. 
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Language Arts 

1. The novel is purported to be Miranda’s journal. Keep a journal of your own for at 

least two weeks. Report events that have meaning in your life, as Miranda did in her 

life. 

2. Life as We Knew It is part of a long line of novels that trace the possible end of 

the world. Read another book with the same topic, such as Neville Shute’s On the 

Beach. In an essay, explain how the novels are similar and different. 

3. Write the novel’s back story: what was life like for Miranda and her family long 

before the moon was damaged? Include information about her parents’ divorce, for 

instance. 

4. The moon has inspired many legends, myths, and even words, such as “lunatic,” 

someone driven crazy by the moon. Write your own legend about the moon. 

5. The principal and a handful of teachers attempt to keep school in session. 

Imagine that you were an English teacher in Miranda’s school, someone like Mr. 

Clifford from the novel. Plan a lesson that you would teach--a lesson relevant to 

your students’ lives after the moon was damaged. 

 

History/Social Studies 

1. Miranda’s older brother Matt is a student at Cornell University, a school in the 

Ivy League. Make a map showing the schools in the Ivy League and their dates of 

founding. 

2. Before the meteor hits the moon, Miranda thinks about getting her learner’s 

permit so she can get a driver’s license. Make a pamphlet showing the rules for 

getting a driver’s license in your county or state. 



Pre-AP II Summer Reading Project 2014 
Mrs. Williams 
 
3. Report on great epidemics of the past, including the Black Death of the Middle 

Ages and the Great Flu epidemic of 1918. 

 

Speech/Drama 

1. Imagine that you were in Miranda’s situation. Which items would you buy from 

the food store and why? List at least ten items you would grab. In an essay, justify 

the inclusion of each one. 

2. Miranda’s mother, a writer, argues that fiction can have more power than reality. 

Write a speech you might give debating the issue. 

3. With a partner, act out a scene between Miranda and Dan, her almost-boyfriend, 

in which they discuss their feelings for each other. Record to a DVD to turn in, as 

well as a typed script. 

4. Write a speech debating whether or not the novel’s ending is realistic. Provide 

specific examples to make your point. 

5. With a partner, explore how each of you might react to being in Miranda’s 

situation. What would be the most difficult part of her life? Record your 

discussion on DVD, as well a typed script. 

Science/Math 

1. Could a meteor really hit the earth? Find out if this is possible, and if so, if 

events would unfold as they do in the novel.  This would be effective using a 

timeline. 

2. The Evans’ family goes on a strictly limited diet to stretch their food. How many 

calories does an average teenager need to maintain optimal health? Show the 

results on a chart or graph.  Explain how the rationed diet might affect the 

characters in the novel. 
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3. Miranda likens the meteor to Halley’s Comet. Report on the history of the comet 

and explain how it does or does not parallel events in the novel. 

4. Explain the causes and effects of a tsunami, using diagrams to make your 

explanation clear. 

5. A flu epidemic decimates the already weakened world. Report on the flu, 

including its causes and treatments. Be sure to include information on ways to 

protect yourself from the flu. 

 

**EVERYTHING IS DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL—NO EXCEPTIONS 

**THERE WILL BE A TEST ON THE SECOND DAY OF SCHOOL 

 

 


